The genus Procamallanus was created by Baylis, 1923 with P. laeviconchus (Wedl, 1862 as its type.
While creating this genus he also described in 1923 Procamallanus spiralis from a single male specimen from a siluroid fish Hetrobranchus anguillaris from the Nile river at Cairo. Later in the same year Baylis (1923 b) expanded the description by adding detailed measurements of the female but certain details relating to the caudal papillae of the male were lacking. In 1927, Fujita from Japan described P. parasilum from a siluroid fish. Travassos (1928) added three more species to the genus Procajnallanus namely P. inopinatus, P. iherengi and P. rarus from siluroid fishes in Brazil. Baylis (1929) discovered P, xenopoides from a betrachian in Egypt. Agrawal (1930) described P. mehrii from an Indian siluroid fish which was redescribed by Khera in 1955 . Tornquist (1931 redescribed the species (P. spiralis), cited its new host (Host being Crenidens forskalli, Sargus noct and Chilinus trilobatus) and added details of the morphological and cytological features of both male and female worms. Tornquist (1931) also published a monograph on Cucullanidae and Carnallanidae in which he described P. sphaerochonchus from a siluroid fish in Europe. Vaz and Pereira (1934) described two species P. hilari and P. amaradi from Brazil fishes. In 1935, Pearse adde P. kerri from Siamese fish basing his descriptions on a single female. In the same year, i. e., 1935, six more species were added to the genus Procamallanus, three of these, P. wrighti, P, fariasi and P. barroslomai by Pereira from Brazil, P. sigani by Yamaguti from Japan, P. fulvidraconis by Li from China and P. planoratus by Kulkarni from India, all from siluroid fishes. In the subsequent year Pereira added one more species, P. cearnsis from Brazil. In 1937 P. solmei was described by Southwell and Krishner from a betrachian (toad) in South Africa. Johnston and Mawson (1940) reported another species, P. murreyensis from an Australian fish. In 1941, Yamaguti described P. lonis from a Japanese fish. In 1946, P. pereirari another species was described by Annereaux who developed a key , for the 22 existing species of the genus Procamallanus.
His paper included the first report of the genus in North America. In 1948, P. brevis was added by Kung from a betrachian host in Africa. In the year 1952, Olsen published a paper which was concerned with P. pereirai and also divided the genus into Procamallanus and Spirocamallanus.
He also described a new species which he placed in the new genera Spirocamallanus.
The genus Procamallanus was restricted to those species having a smooth buccal capsule lining. The new genus was characterised by spiral thickening on the inner wall of the buccal capsule. In 1953, Winter reviewed the literature on these nematodes and redescribed Spirocamallanus spiralis. He worked on parasites from Mexico and based his account on females only. In 1955, Sogandares-Bernal established a new host-record for S. pereirai from Lousiana. In 1955 S. Khera described two new species of Procamallanus, P. aspiculus from B. bagarius and P. gubernaculus from Rita rita. Ali (1956) a key for the identification of the species of the original genus Procamallanus, but the key is based on certain measurements which do not correspond to some of those previously reported. The worms described by Ali were, P. heteropneustes, P. clarius, P. singhi, P. hydrabadensis and P. viviparus all recorded from siluroid fishes of fresh water of India. In 1960, he again reported two more new species of Procamallanus namely P. globochonchus and P. ophiocephalus from Rita hastata and Ophiocephalus giving a fresh key to the genus Procamallanus.
In the same year i. e., 1960 Yeh Liang Sheng wrote on a reconstruction of the genus Camallanus in which he divided Carnallanidae into two subfamilies, Procamallaninae and Spirocamallanus while the latter includes Camallanus (Railliet and Henry, 1915) , Camallanides (Baylis and Daubney, 1922) , Procamallanus (Yorke and Maplestone, 1926) , Piscilanid gen. nov, Serpenema, gen. nov, and Zeylanema Yeh, 1960 The key to the genus Procamallanus has been given by Annereaux (1946) , Khera (1955) , Aui (1956; 1960) .
If the key is amended in view of the recent works of Olsen (1952) and Yeh Liang Sheng (1960) , it would facilitate the study of known species of the genus. The author does not agree with Khera (1955( who included P. gubernaculus in Procamallanus and not in Spirocamallanus.
The author also fails to understand why Aui (1960) included P. gubernaculus Khera, 1955 in Procamallanus when P.
gubernaculus is provided only with one spicule. Ali (1960) seems to be mis-informed about it as is evident from his key in which he mentions P. gubernaculus as having two spicules, the right one measuring 0.29 mm and the left one. 0.06 mm. It has been clearly mentioned in the account given by Khera (1955) published in Anales de la Escuela Nacional de Ciencias Biologicas, VIII (3-4) : 243-252 Mexico that the spicules reffered to above is without the left spicule.
An accessory piece cannot be regarded as a spicule. Besides the inclusion of all the Spirocamallanids in the subgenus Procamallanus does not seem to be sound. Ali gave his key in 1956 modifying the key developed by Annereaux and he described five new species of Procamallanus three of which should have been placed in Spirocamallanus.
Most probably Ali did not note the paper by Olsen. lonis Yamaguti, 1935. 5. Subgenus -Spirocamallanus Subgenus Nov. Various workers have given the key to the genus Procamallanus . Such keys have been modified after proper amendment in view of the work of Olsen (1952) and Yeh Liang Sheng (1960) . A new subgenus Spirocamallanus has been added to the existing list of four subgenera created by Ali in 1960 . The forms having spiral thickenings in the buccal capsule have been referred to this new subgenus. P . parasiluri Fujita, 1927 formerly kept in the subgenus Monospiculus by Ali , 1960; P. mehrii Agrawal, 1930 and P, planoratus Kulkarni, 1935 
